KEEPING
INFORMED
MARCH 2021
SARA MEIDLINGER

ALANA SERHAN

519.917.2225
smeidlinger@prideseed.com
@meidlinger09

306.278.7797
aserhan@prideseed.com
@alana_serhan

CORN GRAZING CONSIDERATIONS
In February, PRIDE Seeds hosted a virtual corn grazing webinar with Dr. Bart Lardner,
a Professor in the Department of Animal and Poultry Science at the University of
Saskatchewan. Dr. Lardner supervises undergraduate and graduate students and
teaches courses in forages and beef cattle nutrition. This newsletter is going to focus on
some take-away’s from his presentation.
At the end of this newsletter, you will find
the link to watch the recorded version of this
presentation.
1.		 Have a back up plan… or two.
62% of cow-calf operations in Western Canada have
2-3 winter feeding methods. Mother Nature does
not always follow the plans you set out for your corn
grazing field. Early frost, lack of rain and cool springs
can negatively impact growth and development of
the corn crop, and negatively affect feed quality.
Having a plan with multiple scenarios or options can
help ensure adequate feed supply for your herd when
Mother Nature does not cooperate with Plan A.
2.		Feed test and meet the nutrient requirements of
the animal.
Knowing the nutrient density of the feed in-front of
the cattle is essential for meeting the cattle’s nutrient
requirements and maintaining body condition score.
If the corn the cattle are grazing is not meeting their
nutrient requirements, other feed sources may need
to be supplemented. It’s important to remember that
winter conditions (cold temperatures and cold winds)
increase cattle’s energy requirements. Implementing

A4705HMRR standing very well in a field close to Wainwright, Alberta
on February 26th, 2021 prior to be grazed.

a good trace mineral program will be important
for cattle feeding on grazing corn. Copper, zinc and
manganese are the fertility minerals and these need
to be in good supply for pregnant cows and heifers.
“Feed is the single greatest variable cost in beef
production” – Dr. Bart Lardner
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3.		 Help new cows learn how to feed on grazing corn.
Naïve cows may struggle to figure out how to feed
on the tall corn crop they are put in front of. To help
make the transition smoother, consider fencing off
the first 5-7 rows of corn and adding a couple round
hay bales so that the cattle have something to graze
one before they try the new food source. It may take
an entire winter grazing season for the cows to feel
confident in the new feeding system.
4.		 Limit Graze – 3-4 days then move to new area.
Cattle will eat the corn cobs first, then go for the
leaves, husks and stalks. By containing the cattle into
one area for 3-4 days this encourages the cattle to
clean up a little more of the stalk and stover. Animals
tend to leave the stalk and stover to last – it is up to
the farm to decided what level of utilization they are
comfortable with before moving the cattle to a fresh
patch of grazing corn. 100% consumption is not a
realistic goal. 80-90% consumption is a good target
to aim for.
5.		 Dealing with Winter Conditions
You can not treat an extensive winter grazing system,
like corn grazing the same way you would treat
summer pasture. Wind protection is critical – natural
shelter belts or portable windbreaks work well. It’s
impressive how much comfort and protection a
portable fence can provide on a windy day. Accessible
winter water sources are also important because
with cold temperatures comes freezing water bowls.
Different options are available (insulated troughs,
frost free nose pumps, etc.) and having water
available is critical for cattle.

Checking ear development on A4705HMRR

“Manage and monitor” was the critical theme
throughout Dr. Lardner’s presentation. This principle
is crucial for maintaining your herd while using corn
grazing or any other extensive winter grazing system.
Presentation Link:
Grazing Webinar Feb 11, 2021 - YouTube
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